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MISSION STATEMENT:  The Otselic Valley Central School community will 
encourage decisions that give all students the opportunity to achieve 

their highest level of learning in preparation for a challenging tomorrow.
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Class of 2013 Valedictorian and Salutatorian
It is with great pleasure 

that we announce this year’s 
Valedictorian, Kayleena 
Manwarren. Kayleena is 
the daughter of Glen and 
Eliza Lillemoen of North 
Pharsal ia and Michael 
McKissick of Cobleskill. 
She will be attending Paul 
Smith’s College to major 
in Culinary Arts with a 

minor in Business. While in high school, Kayleena 
has been involved in various activities such as FFA, 
and served as president of her tenth grade class. She 
has also participated on the basketball and soccer 
teams. As a junior soccer player she was named to 
the CCL 2nd All Defensive Team. Outside of school, 
Kayleena volunteered her time at Roots and Wings 
in Norwich and the Norwich SPCA. At the end of 
her junior year, Kayleena was awarded the Rochester 
Institute of Technology Medal Scholarship, the 
University of Rochester’s Bausch and Lomb Science 
award, and the Air Force Math and Science award. 
During her senior year, Kayleena received a New York 
State Scholarship for Academic Excellence and was 
awarded a Presidential Scholarship from Paul Smith’s 
College. We wish Kayleena success at Paul Smith’s 
College and as a future business owner.

It is also with great 
pleasure to announce the 
year’s Salutatorian, Aletha 
Mott. Aletha is the daugh-
ter of Ken and Sandra 
Mott. She will be attending 
Morrisville State College to 
major in Nursing. During 
her high school career, 
Aletha has been involved in 
various clubs and activities 

such as Book Club, yearbook, and National Honor 
Society. Aletha has also been an active member of 
the Liberty Partnership Program. While working in 
LPP she participated in the Otselic River cleanup, the 
Guernsey Library (Norwich) cleanup, volunteered 
at the Roger’s Environmental Center and completed 
mediation training. As a member of the Vineyard 
Church, she participated in an Earth Day cleanup, was 
a member of the Hospitality Team and the Children’s 
Ministry Team. In her junior year, Aletha was awarded 
the University of Rochester’s Frederick Douglas/Susan 
B. Anthony Award for Humanities and Social Science. 
As a senior, Aletha was selected to participate in the 
New Visions: Allied Health program and also received 
a New York State Scholarship for Academic Excellence. 
We wish her success at Morrisville State College and 
her future in the field of medicine.

The Board of Education, Administration, Instructional and  
Support staff all congratulate Kayleena and Aletha for their growth,  

determination and diligent work while attending Otselic Valley.
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Class of 2013 Senior Plans
Allyzza Agren ........................................................ Employment .....................................................Family business
Lindsey Bard .............................................Broome Community College ............. Health Information Technology
Dylan Clapp ........................................................... Employment ........................................S+H Heating/Plumbing
Kaitlyne Davis .................................................. Cazenovia College ..................................................Music Therapy
Kayla DeLee ........................................................... Employment ..........................................................Cosmetology
Gregory DeRochie ................................................. Employment .................................................Renewable Energy
Kelsey Graves ......................................... Herkimer Community College .............................Childhood Education
Sydni Hamlin ..................................................... LeMoyne College .................................................Political Science
Rachel Harris ...............................................Morrisville State College ..........................................Early Childhood
Ronnie Hines ........................................ Adirondack Community College .......................... Liberal Arts—Science 
Krystal Hughes .....................................................Keuka College .................................................Biological Science
Brandon Huntley .................................... Herkimer Community College ..................................... Criminal Justice
Brandon Hutchins .......................................Morrisville State College ...................... Individual Studies—Science
Shawn LaFlair ........................................................ Employment .............................................. Bob Youker Roofing
Esther Lyon ....................................................... Cazenovia College ...................................Fashion Merchandizing
Kayleena Manwarren ...................................... Paul Smiths College .................................................. Culinary Arts
Trevor Marston ....................................... Herkimer Community College ................................. Physical Education
Karalee Mikula ............................................Morrisville State College ..........................Liberal Arts—Humanities
Brandon Miller ....................................................... Employment ................................................. Heavy Equipment 
Amber Monroe ...................................................... Employment
Aletha Mott ..................................................Morrisville State College .......................................Individual Studies
McKenzie Mullenax ....................................Morrisville State College ..........................Liberal Arts—Humanities
Zachary Muller ...................................................... Employment .....................................................Family business
Nikole Olin ................................................Broome Community College ............................ Radiologic Technology
Ashley Pitts ............................................................Utica College .......................................... Elementary Education
Marlea Plummer .................................................... Employment ...........................................Child or Animal Care
Kyle Purtell ............................................................ Employment ......................................................Heritage Farms
Brenton Rasmussen ............................................... Employment ..........................................Rasmussen Excavation
Hope Reynolds ............................................Morrisville State College .......................................... Criminal Justice
Minnie Rhoades...........................................Morrisville State College ............................. Medical Administration
Carmine Saladino ......................................... United States Air Force
Emily Scanlon ..............................................Morrisville State College .......................................Individual Studies
Travis Sheldon .............................................. United States Air Force
Chantal Stith ....................................Tomkins Cortland Community College ..................................Biotechnology
Dalton Stone ........................................................... Employment ..................................................... Building Trades
Eva Stone ........................................................ Morrisville/Cobleskill ............................................. General Studies
Howard Straight .................................................... Employment ........................................................Outdoor Work
Jenna Swayze ......................................... Morrisville—Norwich Campus ..................................... General Studies

Best Wishes for 

Future Succe
ss!
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Wall of Fame 
Nominations

The Wall of Fame Committee is 
accepting nominations for the 2013 
induction ceremony. We are looking 
to recognize graduates, current or 
former employees, volunteers and/or 
friends of the Otselic Valley Central 
School District who have made 
outstanding contributions in their 
fields. Please contact Lacey Eaves 
at 315-837-4407, or Daniel Henner at 
315-653-7218, for more information. 
The nomination form can be found 
on the OV website and also inserted 
within the newsletter.

Yearbook News
Yearbooks will be delivered at the beginning of June. 

Balances must be paid before yearbooks will be distributed. 
Make checks payable to: OV Yearbook and send payments to: 

Mrs. Osowski, Yearbook Advisor
PO Box 161

South Otselic, NY 13155
Please do not send cash through the mail.

Booster Club News
Winter Banquet

On March 8, the Athletic Booster Club hosted a spaghetti dinner 
to honor all the athletes of this year’s winter sports, and to thank 
their parents for their support. Almost 160 people enjoyed an 
evening of food, stories and memories. Thanks to all who helped 
make this so successful, including all the elementary students who 
made several snowflakes for our tables!

Soccer Tournament
Saturday, March 16 was a busy day at OV! Several indoor soccer 

teams from around the area came to show off their skills. After 
many rounds, our very own Los Zanahorias placed second. If you 
have never watched this sport, you should definitely check it out! 
What a fun day!

CCL Cheerleading Competition
This year the OVCS Athletic Booster Club hosted the first CCL 

(Central Counties League) Cheerleading Competition. Although 
there were only three schools that competed this year, we know 
that this will become an annual event that will continue to grow 
over the years. Everyone who participated had an exciting and 
spirited day. Our OV cheerleaders made us proud by taking second 
place! There were many different skills that were judged, including 
jumping. Wow, these girls can jump! But, what stole the show would 
definitely be the youngest at the competition. They are adorable!

Camp Scholarships
We have worked hard raising money to help send our stu-

dent athletes to summer sports camps. Any athlete interested in 
attending a camp may apply for an OVCS Athletic Booster Club 
scholarship. For details or an application, please contact Mr. Dan 
Henner at the High School.

Upcoming Events 
Annual Golf Tournament— 
Saturday, June 8, Apple Creek Golf Course

Start thinking about your teams! There will be a lot of great food 
and a ton of great fun! Don’t miss this event that helps us light the 
fields of OV! More details to come!

We Need You!
Please help our group! Throughout 

the year, the Booster Club has asked for 
help from the school community, but 
the response has been less than we had 
hoped. Our club hosted many events 
this year, and each was quite successful. 
However, you may not realize that only 
5-6 people are doing this! This just isn’t 
enough. In fact, we have been asked to 
do other events, but we have had to turn 
them down because our club just doesn’t 
have the man power to make it happen. 
Please consider joining us. It does not 
mean you have to spend all day at an 
event; just a couple of hours turning hot 
dogs or selling coffee would be helpful. 
So, if an event is coming up, please con-
tact Sadie Allen, Booster Club President, 
to find out how you can help. As they say, 
“Many hands make light work.” Thanks 
in advance for your much anticipated 
help! 

Next Meeting
Please check out the school website or 

contact Sadie Allen at the school for the 
next meeting. Thanks!
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OV Soccer Camp 
Flyers for this year’s OV Soccer Camp 

were handed out the week of May 20.  
The camp dates are Monday, July 1 through 
Wednesday, July 3. It will be held in 
Georgetown this year due to construction. 
Any student entering Kindergarten this 
Fall through this current year’s 6th graders 
is eligible to attend. The camp will use the 
same format as last year with K-6th grade 
going in the morning from 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
The cost of the camp is $25 and will include 
a soccer ball and a T-shirt. 

The purpose of the camp is to provide an 
opportunity for our students to participate 
in soccer in a fun and positive atmosphere 
and for those who wish to be competitive it 
allows them a chance to compete in games 
and learn from our coaches.

Chris Perkins will also be coaching at 
the camp again this year and work with 
our older students. Chris is the Women’s 
Head coach at Morrisville State College.  
At last year’s camp our students had a great 
experience learning from a collegiate coach 
and we look forward to Chris coming again 
and working with our players.

If you need a camp flyer they can be 
found in the Main Office of each building. 
The camp flyers have a registration section 
that needs to be completed and returned 
with payment to Mr. Barlow; checks can 
be made to OV Soccer Camp. Forms can be 
dropped off in either building. A due date 
of June 8 is set so that the T-shirts and soccer 
balls can be ordered and received before the 
start of the camp. If you have any questions 
I can be reached at jbarlow@ovcs.org or my 
office phone is 653-4016.

Thank you,
Mr. Barlow

Pennies for Patients
In March, the National Honor Society and National Junior 

Honor Society students raised money for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society by participating in a fundraiser called 
Pennies for Patients. The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society has 
raised millions of dollars since 1994, and this year, the Otselic 
Valley community helped to add to this number. The Honor 
Society students collected spare change that amounted to more 
than $550. This is the first year that the Honor Society has teamed 
up with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 

The Honor Society students also joined the Madison County 
Relay for Life®. The Honor Society put on an event called Caps 
Against Cancer. If a student, faculty member, staff member, etc. 
donated a dollar, they got to wear a school appropriate hat for 
the day on Wednesday, May 15. All the proceeds went directly 
to the American Cancer Society. “For more than 65 years, the 
American Cancer Society has been finding answers that save 
lives—from changes in lifestyle to new approaches in thera-
pies to improving cancer patients’ quality-of-life. In fact, no 
single non-governmental, not-for-profit organization in the 
U.S. has invested more to find the causes and cures of cancer.”  
(http://www.cancer.org/research/index)

The Honor Society looks forward to helping both groups in 
the years to come, along with exploring and contributing to other 
causes. Thank you to everyone for your support.

—National Honor Society and National Junior Honor Society 

Empire Girls State News
It is with great pleasure that the Perry 

Cook Post #973, American Legion Auxiliary, 
announces the selection of Lauren Harris to 
attend this year’s Empire Girls State Program. 
This year’s program will be held at SUNY 
Brockport. 

Lauren is the daughter of Stephen and 
Phyllis Harris of Eaton. Lauren is a junior at OVCS and is in the 
top third of her class academically. Lauren is one of only 360 stu-
dents from New York State chosen to attend Empire Girls State.

This is a hands-on program about our governmental process 
and the Constitution. The Girls State citizen will participate in 
campaigns, rallies, speeches, various legislative committees, 
create bills and participate in a community service project.

Congratulations again Lauren, on your selection. Our unit 
wishes you continued success. Your high academic achievement, 
co-curricular activities and interview skills have awarded you 
this opportunity. Good luck!

—Caroline Wentworth, Empire Girls State Unit Chair
Perry Cook Post Auxiliary #973
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OV FFA Stays the Course
Jordan Baerga, Francesca Cortez, Grace Lowry, Clayton O’Hara, 

Coleman O’Hara and Frank Mazepa competed at the sub-state level 
FFA public speaking competitions on March 16. It was stiff compe-
tition and Grace even had to compete a second time as the judges 
carefully chose the two students in each competition that went on 
to the state level. None of our members were selected for state level 
competition, but we are proud of them for making it to sub-states!

On March 12, we were honored to have New York State FFA 
President Amanda Rhodes and FFA District 5 President Heather 
Staelens come to visit our school and talk to our members.  
They did two programs: one for the Junior FFA members and one 
for the FFA members. In addition to talking to students about 
the benefits and opportunities in FFA, she recently attended the 
International Leadership Summit for State Officers in Argentina 
and had a prepared presentation describing the opportunities of 
FFA and international agriculture and Argentina’s agriculture.  
The FFA members were also introduced to some interesting skills 
by participating in the human knot and human chain activities.

The Junior FFA and agriculture students attended the New York 
State Farm Show at the State Fairgrounds in Syracuse. We had a great 
time learning about the new technology and ideas in the agricul-
tural field. Many thanks to our chaperones: Mrs. Day, Mr. Decker,  
Mrs. Graham, Mrs. Kalin, Mr. Preston, Mrs. Robinson and  
Mr. Wentworth. 

FFA members researched and studied for the Regional Envirothon 
held on April 24 at the Rogers Environmental Center in Sherburne. 
We had two teams competing. The students involved were Nate 
Clemens, Tom Foster, Dylan Howe, Susan Graham, Grace Lowry, 
Frank Mazepa, Chris O’Hara, Coleman O’Hara, Jessie Ossont, Tim 
Reichard, Peter Robinson and Connor Smith. After the Envirothon 
competition, we headed out to the State FFA Convention in Albion. 
The State FFA Convention was held on May 2-4.

The FFA hosted an American Red Cross Blood Drive on Friday, 
May 31. Thank you to all of the participants for your support. 

—Emily Comfort, FFA Reporter

Social Studies 
Happenin’s

Grade 7-8 Social Studies 
Students spent a few weeks learning 

about the Holocaust. Students chose 
specific topics to research. They learned 
note taking skills and how to do in-text 
citations. The final product was a three 
page paper with interview quotes from 
survivors which made the papers very 
interesting to read. They did a great job! 

Students are currently working on a 
final Decades Project as well as review-
ing for the final exam. Their final 
project lets them research events that 
they would like to learn more about 
from the recent decades. It has been a 
great year!

U.S. History and Government
Students are winding the year down 

and preparing for the regents exam by 
daily regent’s review and writing labs. 
The regents exam is scheduled for June 
12, and students can supplement their 
learning at home by visiting www.
regentsprep.org. Good luck juniors!

Economics Class
Students have been learning about 

personal finance through an interactive 
online game known as Gen I Revolution. 
Students work with team members to 
problem solve and learn about invest-
ment options such as stocks, bonds and 
mutual funds. They have learned the 
risks and rewards of credit as well as 
setting goals and saving money. 

Students have learned about school 
and town government by attending 
Board meetings and have also devel-
oped valuable citizenship skills by 
volunteering for community service. 
The hope is for students to enjoy being 
productive members of their communi-
ties and use some of the lessons from 
class. Good luck seniors in your new 
adventures as you go forth into the 
world!

—Mrs. Morse
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College Macroeconomics Class News
Active participation by citizens is key to the success of any democracy. 

This role is not something that always comes naturally or easily. It is critical 
that it be taught, modeled and fostered in our schools. To that end, seniors in 
Mrs. Osowski’s College Macroeconomics class traveled to the State Capitol 
Building in Albany to meet with representatives to discuss economic issues 
facing New York State. Students had the opportunity to meet with Senators 
Seward and Flanagan, as well as Assemblyman Finch. Topics of conversation 
included an update on State Education Aid to rural schools, the NY SAFE 
law, the new minimum wage legislation, and frank discussions about the 
representatives’ positions on fracking in Upstate New York. The representa-
tives were impressed with the class’s preparation, questions and demeanor. 
Students appreciated the time the representatives gave them even when 
they were busy with State matters. They felt their concerns were heard 
and they were not given stock or sound bite answers. While at the Capitol, 
students were also treated to a personalized tour with Kyle Belokopitsky, 
Assistant Director for Government Affairs with the NYS Council of School 
Superintendents. Kyle was kind enough to arrange the group’s meetings 
and act as the group’s guide for the day. She treated the students to rarely 
seen areas of the capitol, as well as some of its history and mythology. With 
Assemblyman Finch’s recommendation, students also took time to tour the 
9/11 Exhibit and the Weitsman Collection at the New York State Museum. 
Students commented on how easy it was to access the capitol and speak to 
their representatives. (See pictures on page 8.)

Hoard’s Dairyman 
Contest Results
Mrs. Robinson’s Agriculture 

and Technology students com-
peted in the 83rd Annual 
National Hoard’s Dairyman 
Cow Judging Contest and got 
record breaking results! For 
those not familiar with this con-
test, there are five breed classes 
selected. Each class has four 
cows to judge. A perfect score 
is 500 points. This year, out of 
her 103 students, 16 students 
had scores over 400 and seven 
placed in the 390’s! That is the 
most ever since Mrs. Robinson’s 
classes started competing in 
1980. Congratulations to all 
who competed! 

Top OV Scores:
 1. Karl Cortez .............. 448
 2. Patience Smith ........ 446
 3. Timothy Reichard .. 434
 4. Tyler Schaap ............ 430
 5. Tanner Costa ........... 424
   Jonah VanVoorhis
 6. Victoria Roalef ........ 418
 7. Benjamin Brown ..... 416
 8. Dennis Agren .......... 414
   Kaylie Cross
 9. Nathan Clemens ..... 412
   Elizabeth Theil
 10. Whitney Hamlin..... 410
 11. Emily Comfort ........ 408
 12. Isaiah Dunagan ...... 406
   Jennifer Rhoades
 13. MaKenna Pierce ..... 398
 14. Peter Kalin, III ........ 396
   Jesse Ramsay
   Jillian Waltz
 15. Robert Morley, Jr. ... 392
   Vanessa Patterson
 16. Peter Robinson ....... 390

OV Team Places in Envirothon
On April 24, the two Envirothon teams and their coaches traveled to Rogers 

Environmental Center in Sherburne to meet up with teams from Cayuga, 
Chenango, Madison and Onondaga counties to participate in the Regional 
Envirothon competition. The Envirothon is a hands-on competition testing 
students’ skills in the areas of aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife and a dif-
ferent current environmental issue each year. This year’s current issue was 
sustainable rangeland management. There is also an oral presentation where 
teams are required to make a presentation regarding a specific environmental 
problem given to them by the State that correlates with the current issue. 

There were eight teams from Chenango County competing. The second 
place team (OV) was comprised of Susan Graham, Tom Foster, Frank 
Mazepa, Jessica Ossont, Chris O’Hara and Timothy Reichard. The fifth 
place Chenango team (OV) was comprised of Nathan Clemens, Dylan Howe, 
Grace Lowry, Coleman O’Hara, Peter 
Robinson and Connor Smith. The 
Envirothon coaches were Mrs. Patsy 
Graham and Mrs. Betty Robinson.
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Fourteen members of the Otselic Valley FFA and 
Junior FFA left town for three days to attend the New 
York State FFA Convention in Albion. FFA members 
were Emily Comfort, Isaiah Dunagan, Tom Foster, 
Grace Lowry, Gaven Plummer, Peter Robinson, 
Connor Smith, Travis Sheldon, Kent Stark, Dalton 
Stone and Howard Straight. Junior FFA members were 
Lauren Kenyon, Nathanial Morse and Justin Rodda. 

It was a long drive out, so we broke up the ride by 
stopping at the Bass Pro Shop to see all the wildlife and 
fish mounts in Auburn and eating lunch in the food 
court. We drove out and got to Albion in time to get 
registered and catch our first tour. The whole bunch 
of us went to the tour of the Poverty Hill Dairy Farm 
which is located right in Albion. The farm is family- 
owned and milks over 400 cows, three times a day. The 
star attraction for that tour was the state-of-the-art calf 
facility. It was a light, airy, and labor efficient build-
ing that lets the farmers feed milk to the calves free 
choice or they can regulate how much the calves get 
when they are weaning them. It was really impressive! 

We got back in time to eat supper and attend the 
opening session. It was really impressive to see a 
record number of FFA members at the convention. 
Over 1,300 members were registered for the conven-
tion. There were blue and gold jackets everywhere! 
The guest motivational speaker and chalk artist was 
Ben Glenn. He held everyone’s attention as he told 
how his ever changing chalk drawing was life like. 
Just when you thought things were focused and going 
pretty well, something would happen to upset the 
picture and make it change. It started out as a blurry 
rainbow, turned into an erupting volcano, then turned 
into mountains with a lake which changed into a river, 
and then into a waterfall in the woods. Check out his 
website, simplybenglenn.com. We went from the audi-
torium to the football field to see the presentation of 
FFA jackets followed by a spectacular fireworks show. 
What a day!

The next morning, we were working hard in our 
competitions. Lauren, Nate and Justin placed third in 
the Tool Identification Contest. The best part is that this 
is the first year that two perfect scores occurred in the 
contest. Otselic Valley’s own Nate Morse was one of 
the two perfect scores. He lost out on the tie breaker to 
take second place individual in the State. Justin Rodda 
pulled up a remarkable 5th place individual. This is 
a very popular contest around the State. The team of 

Grace Lowry, Connor Smith, Travis Sheldon and 
Howard Straight competed in the Maple Production 
contest. We don’t know yet how we placed as a 
team, but Connor placed 4th individual in the State!  
And we were up against some big major maple syrup 
producing FFA’s like Stockbridge Valley, Vernon-
Verona-Sherrill and Pioneer! We are very proud of all 
our members efforts. 

Friday afternoon, members got to experience some 
more field trips and attended the career and college 
show. Some of us attended the Intergrow Greenhouse 
tour. This 48-acre greenhouse produces high quality, 
organic tomatoes. The Intergrow Greenhouse produces 
the tomatoes using hydroponics and is a family-owned 
business. Intergrow Greenhouse is located about 10 
minutes from the convention. Other members attended 
the Western NY Energy Ethanol Plant tour. We learned 
that 60% of the corn produced in Orleans County is 
used to create fuel and carbon. At this plant in Medina, 
we saw the multiple steps involved to take corn to a 
liquid bio-fuel. We also learned about opportunities 
for careers in this diverse operation. 

After the session on Friday, we went back to the 
motel and went swimming while the baseball team 
members threw a ball around for a while. Albion is 
quite near Lake Ontario, so we followed Route 104 west 
along the lake until we got to Sodus Point. Needing a 
break in our long ride, we explored the park, checked 
out the lighthouse and pondered the fishing. It is a 
big lake and you cannot see Canada on the other side!  
It was like trying to look across the ocean. It was a great 
trip where we learned a lot, competed and placed well 
and had a lot of fun!

Respectfully submitted,
Emily Comfort, FFA Reporter

OV FFA and Junior FFA Attend the State Convention
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Georgetown, New York 13072
South Otselic, New York 13155
Board Members
Gregory Brown, President
Douglas Evans, Vice President
Terri Hammond
Donna Liuzzo
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Gail Evans Burpee, District Clerk
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Contact person: 
Richard J. Hughes, Superintendent, P.O. Box 161, 125 County Road 13A, South Otselic, NY 13155 (315) 653-7218.
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Calendar of Events
June 
 1 SAT Exam
  Junior Prom
 3 Grades 4 & 8 NYS Science Assessment
 6 Athletic Booster Club Meeting, HS
 7-8 Elementary Musical 
 11 Technology Committee Meeting
 12 5-12 Awards Program
 12-14 Regents Exams
 14 K-4 Field Day and School Picnic
 15-18 Senior Trip
 17-21 Regents Exams
 19 BOE Meeting, Elementary School, 7:30 p.m.
 20 Senior Breakfast
  Graduation Rehearsal
 21 Marking Period Ends
  Elementary Report Cards Distributed
 22 Baccalaureate, Georgetown United  
  Methodist Church
  Graduation, High School Gym
 30 7-12 Report Cards Mailed

June 2013 Lunches
The cafeteria will be serving lunches at the 

Junior-Senior High School during the month 
of June through June 10. It will be Chef’s Choice 
on those days. Lunches will be served at the 
Elementary School through the last full day 
of school.

Please plan accordingly.

College Macroeconomics (Article on page 6.)


